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it under the above specific name. I procured several examples 
of it in Teneriffe, where it is exceedingly common. I also saw 
it in the islands of Palma and Gran Canary, though I failed to 
procure specimens from either. On the Desertas it is exceed- 
ingly common, and I shot several specimens on the smallest 
island; but unfortunately they were all washed overboard in 
returning, together with the rest of the things I collected there. 
a. bertheloti takes short flights, like A. pratensis. It is usually 
very tame, and runs along the ground, not caring to take flight, 
whence it has received the name “ Caminero” in the Canaries, 
and “ Corre-de-Caminho” in Madeira. 
[To be continued. } 


XXI.—Observations on the Systematic Position of the Genera 
Peltops, Eurylemus, and Todus. By P. L. Scrarer, M.A., 
PMDE RIS. 


Tur genus Peltops, containing the single species P. blainvillii of 
New Guinea, has been usually referred to the Eurylæminæ, or - 
Broad-bills, and the group thus formed united in the same 
family with the Rollers (Coraciadæ), the Todies (Todidæ), and 
the Motmots (Momotidæ), or at all events placed in their im- 
mediate neighbourhood*. Several errors are, in my opinion, 
embraced in this classification. 

In the first place, Peltops has nothing whatever to do with the 
Eurylæmidæ, being a truly Muscicapine form allied to Monarcha 
and Macherirhynchus, as the most casual examination of its 
structure at once shows. The mistake, no doubt, comes from 
the somewhat exaggerated form of the bill in Peltops, and from 
its general coloration resembling that of Cymbirhynchus. The 
rarity of Peltops has prevented the error from being discovered. 
On examining the wing of Peltops it will be seen that the first 
primary is short or “ spurious,” as in all the true Oscines, when 
it exists at all. In Cymlirhynchus there are ten fully formed 
primaries. There is also a conspicuous difference in the size of 
the fcet in the two forms, these organs being strong and thick 

* In Mr. G. R. Gray’s ‘ Hend-list of Birds’ (i. p. 319) Peltops is cor- 
rectly placed in the Muscicapidæ. 
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in Cymbirhynchus, while they are feeble and weak in Peltops, as 
in other Muscicapide. The relegation of Peltops to the Musci- 
capidz also removes an anomaly in geographical distribution, it 
being obviously strange that an otherwise exclusively Indo- 
Malayan type, such as the Eurylemide, should have a single 
outlier in New Guinea. 

Next, as regards the Eurylemide themselves. After the eli- 
mination of Peltops, this group contains the genera Psarisomus, 
Serilophus, Eurylemus, Corydon, Cymbirhynchus, and Calypto- 
mena, all restricted to the Indian region. Dr. Jerdon (Birds of 
India, i. p. 235) has given usa suggestive epitome of the various 
opinions that have prevailed as to the position of this family in 
the ‘Systema Nature.’ He says :—“ The real situation of the 
Eurylaimi in a natural disposition of birds is somewhat uncer- 
tain. Van der Hoeven places them at the end of the Caprimul- 
gide ; Gray as a subfamily of Coraciade ; and Bonaparte also 
locates them next tothe Rollers. Horsfield joins them with the 
Todies, to form a distinct family of the Fissirostres. Swainson 
removes them from this tribe to the Fly-catchers. And Blyth 
and Wallace class them with the Pipridz or Ampelide.” 

I am not aware that any one of the authors whose discordant 
opinions are thus quoted has examined any part of the osseous 
structure of the Eurylemide, without a knowledge of which it 
is of course impossible to come to any certain conclusion as to 
their true position. 

On turning for information on this subject to Blanchard’s ex- 
cellent (but, alas! incomplete) memoir on the Osteology of Birds*, 
we find that the sternum of Eurylamus is truly Passerine, and 
“ resembles that of the Swallows.” An examination ofa sternum 
of Eurylemus javanicus in Lord Walden’s collection quite con- 
firms Professor Blanchard’s statement. As will be seen by the 
outline given herewith (fig. 3), the sternum of Hurylemus has 
the characteristic form of the true Passeres, and is quite different 
from that of Coracias (fig. 4) and Todus (fig. 1), with which it 
has been most unnaturally associated. 

As to the exact place to be assigned to Eurylemus and its 
allies in the great Passerine series, that is a subject for more 

* Ann. d. Sc. Nat. Zool. xi. p. 110 (1869). 


Peltops, Kurylemus, and Todus. 179 


minute investigation. I believe, however, that Mr. Wallace will 
probably be found to be correct in considering the Eurylemide 


the paleogean representatives of the neotropical Cotingide*. 
y i/ } 
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Fig. 1. Lower surface of sternum of Todus. 
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Having mentioned Todus, I will now add a few remarks to 
express my surprise at this well-marked type being still con- 
founded by some systematists+ with the Tyrannine genus Todi- 
rostrum. One glance at the sterna of these two little birds (sce 
figs. 1 and 2) is quite enough to show that they have nothing 
to do with one another. Todust is closely allied to Alcedo, and 
still more to Momotus, its nearest living ally being certainly the 
diminutive Motmot called Hylomanes momotula. Todirostrum, 
on the contrary, is a true Tyrannine form, and belongs to the 
great Passerine serics. I submit, therefore, to the author of the 
next classification of birds, and to systematists in general who 
treat of these forms :— 

* See Ann. Nat. Hist. ser. 2, vol. xviii. p. 199. 

t Cabanis, in Tschudi’s ‘Fauna Peruana,’ Aves, p. 162, and Wiegm. 
Arch, xiii. pt. 1, p. 257. See also Carus, Handb. d. Zool. i. p. 265, 

t Cf. Blanchard, op. cit. p. 110. 
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1. That Peltops should be referred to the family Muscicapide. 

2. That the Eurylemide should be assigned to the order 
Passeres. 

3. That the Todide shouid be constituted a family of Coccygo- 
morphe in the immediate neighbourhood of the Momotide. 


XXII.—On a new Sylvia from India. 
By W. E. Brooks, C.E. 


MELIZOPHILUS STRIATUS, Sp. nov. 

Description. Above light brownish-grey, streaked on the 
head, as far as the shoulders, with dark brown narrow streaks ; 
a pale rufous-brown broad supercilium; the cheeks and ear-coverts 
are also of this colour, which extends down the sides of the neck 
and breast, becoming very pale and diluted under the wings and 
on the flanks. Wings light brown; the edges of quills and 
coverts greyish. Tail a very much darker or blackish brown ; 
the outer feather on each side is rather lighter and is tipped with 
white; the tail-feathers are cross-rayed, particularly the outer 
ones. Lower surface of body, except sides of neck, breast, and 
flanks, white, with narrow brown streaks from chin to upper 
breast. These streaks are well defined in one specimen, and 
faint in another. Lining of wing, and edge of the same, reddish 
white. Bill dark brown, except basal half of lower mandible, 
which is dull brownish-orange. Legs and feet yellowish brown, 
claws brown. 

Length 4°55 to 4°8 inches; wing 1:93 to 1°95; tail 2°14 to 
2°33; tarsus *77 to °82; bill at front ‘35, from gape 46. The 
bill is excessively like that of Melizophilus provincialis. The wing 
also resembles that bird’s, except that the first primary is larger 
in proportion. Tail of similar form, but proportionally shorter ; 
the outer feathers are ‘35 shorter than the central ones. 

Notwithstanding the differences I have noted, the general 
resemblance is so strong to Melizuphilus that I have placed the 
species in that genus. The head is streaked, and so are the 
throat and breast; but I have a Dartford Warbler with small 
white streaks on the throat. 


